Any attempt at health reform, be it at
the local, state or federal level, must be
built using prevention as its cornerstone.
Without a strong prevention component
it is doomed to fail.”

— Kevin Gipson,
Chairman of the Board, Spring eld-Greene County
Regional Health Commission and Director of Health,
Spring eld-Greene County Health Department
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MK Access to Health Care

Awvailability and access to health care has been a consistent
red flag since the 2004 Community Focus report. According
to previous reports, although Springfield-Greene County
had been recognized for its robust medical arts, low-income
citizens often lacked access to necessary dental and health
resources. Currently, more middle-income citizens of
Springfield-Greene County are experiencing health care
access difficulties more commonly associated with their lower-
income and uninsured counterparts. The number of uninsured
individuals and families living at or below the Federal Poverty
Level (FPL) has risen over the past five years, while the
number of MO HealthNet participants has remained virtually
the same. Despite the many resources provided by the locally
and nationally recognized health systems, public health
services and safety net services, many gaps remain in accessing
health care.

An additional contributor to limited access to health
care is the low physician/citizen ratio in the Springfield
community. According to the American Academy of Family
Physicians, the national average is 220 primary care physicians
per 100,000 individuals with 125 primary care physicians
per 100,000 individuals in the Springfield community. In
addition, the number of Emergency Department visits has
risen for Greene County, with approximately 1 in 5 visits being
a non-emergency condition that could have been treated in a

primary care physician’s office. However, with limited capacity
and long waiting lists, at times it is difficult to obtain access to a
primary care provider.

GREENE COUNTY EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT VISITS
2005 93,890
2007 141,252

Sources: Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services and Missouri Hospital Association

In response to concerns about health care for the medically
underserved, the Springfield-Greene County Regional Health
Commission, a Missouri nonprofit corporation, was developed
in December 2008. The Commission brings together health
care leaders and providers, government agencies and community
organizations to identify resources as a means to increase access
to quality health care, reduce health care disparities, promote
preventive health, improve the cost effectiveness of care, ensure
affordable health insurance coverage and create a healthier future
for the community.

MK Mothers Smoking

The 2005 Community Focus report identified the increasing
rate of tobacco use during pregnancy in Greene County,
especially compared with national averages. Greene County
continues to have higher rates for smoking during pregnancy
than United States and Missouri averages. Specifically, at
least 10% of pregnant women in the United States smoke
during pregnancy, approximately 17.7% in Missouri and
18.3% in Greene County. In 2008, 27% of women seeking
services through the Women Infants and Children program
(WIC) smoked while pregnant. Although strong public health
educational efforts have reduced the overall percentage of women
smoking during pregnancy by 3% in the past five years, the
overall rate is nearly double for Springfield. Therefore, the need
to provide education and resources to women at or below 185%
of the Federal Poverty Level is needed since smoking during
pregnancy doubles a woman'’s risk of having a low birth weight
baby, which increases the baby'’s risk of serious health problems
and lifelong disabilities. The coordination of care among all
providers and a consistent message is necessary to remedy this
community health problem.

BE Communicable Disease

Communicable diseases have been an area of concern since
the 2004 Community Focus report. Although past reports
primarily focused on gonorrhea, Tuberculosis (TB) and
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) rates, chlamydia has
also become a disease affecting the region, breeding serious
consequences as it increases the number of women experiencing
ectopic pregnancies, chronic pelvic pain and infertility.
Although the overall rate of HIV is low in Springfield-Greene
County, the percentage increase carries large implications given






