RECREATION, SPORTS & LEISURE

Springfield-Greene County, also known as Sportstown USA by Sports Illustrated, received the designation of Safe Community (formal designation May 15, 2007) by the World Health Organizations in May of 2007.  This is another of many accolades recognizing the quality programs that the recreation, sports, and leisure community provides for our citizens.  Sports, Recreation and Leisure activities have no boundaries, serving all ages and abilities as spectators, participants, or athletes. Residents of Springfield-Greene County can enjoy an enhanced quality of life 365 days a year. 

Parks, Open Space, and Greenways

Springfield and Greene County residents value parks, open space and greenways; these areas were included in the first elements of the Vision 20 / 20 Comprehensive Plan.  This grassroots strategic planning initiative was the first of the Vision 20 / 20 components approved by City and County Officials.  Voters continue to demonstrate their support with the passage of park sales tax not once, but twice.  Most recently, with the renewal of the 2006 Greene County Park Sales Tax, to finish subsequent phases of the plan.   

The Springfield-Greene County Park system is a National Recreation and Park Association (NPRA) Gold Medal Award Winning Department.  Springfield and Greene County are privileged with a Park system that far surpasses both the quality and quantity of facilities and programs that are typical of these size municipalities and larger.   Recently, recognized by NPRA at the 2007 National Health and Livability Summit as “one of thirty-seven park and recreation agencies from across the country that have shown dynamic leadership to advance community health and livability”.  In serving the residents of Springfield-Greene County, the Park Board oversees more than 90 City-County Parks and facilities, which encompass over 3,600 acres.  These include historical and state-of-the-art facilities such as Jordan Valley Park, Dickerson Park Zoo, Chesterfield and Doling Family and Aquatics Centers, Japanese Stroll Garden, Nathanael Greene / Close Memorial Park, Cooper Park and several School-Park sites.    

The growth and development of this system provide the opportunity to host numerous community sporting events ranging from local to International competition, which directly impact our local economy.  The 2007 Tour of Missouri, international professional cycling event is a sanctioned event that ranks among the top three cycling events in the Nation, This event will provide a free world-class sporting entertainment for the community while generating several thousands of dollars in revenue from the tourism and travel industry. 

In any given year, softball, tennis, golf, hockey, soccer, volleyball, and CODP provide over 8,000 sleeping rooms per year.

Jordan Valley Park serving as the catalyst for revitalization of Springfield’s center city.  Jordan Valley Ice Park was the first facility completed as part of Vision 20 / 20 and serves as the cornerstone for Jordan Valley Park, which includes Hammons Field, the Expo Center, the Creamery Arts Center, Springfield Rotary K-Park, the outdoor classroom, and Founders Park.  New development of Jordan Valley Park space and amenities continue to grow.  Once completed the Center City Park will encompass over 200 acres.     

Vision 20 / 20 continues to support the creation of new parks, facilities, services, and 130 miles of trail.  The last year has seen the ground breaking for Rutledge-Wilson Farm, Lost Hill Park, Valley Water Mill Park, and Lake Springfield Park.

Springfield is one of only eight Community Olympic Development Program (CODP) sites in the United States.    The CODP is sanctioned by the United States Olympic Committee and provides athletes access to the best facilities, programs, coaches and competition in the country to enhance their opportunity to compete in Olympic sanctioned sports.   These programs are currently held at Cooper Park, which has facilities for tennis, soccer, baseball, and softball, and is the home of The World Team Tennis Springfield Lasers professional tennis team.  In addition, Jordan Valley Ice Park, Doling Family Center, Chesterfield Family Center, and St. John’s Sports Medicine Health Tracks (USA Weighlifting site) serve as community sports sites. 

The Park Board also supports three regulation municipal golf courses and two junior courses providing year-round golfing activities.  Rivercut Golf Course, a premier public course, consistently ranked in the top five public courses in the state of Missouri. 

The Springfield-Greene County Park Board, Ozarks Regional YMCA, and The Boys & Girls Clubs of Springfield have broadened their scope with special programs that focus on some of the special needs of the Springfield R-12 school system, childhood development, and entire families.

Recreation, Sports, and Leisure partnerships 
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The School-Park concept, School Parks Are Reaching Communities (SPARC), is supported by current and future Park Sales Tax referendums to develop 23 school parks over a 25-year period.  The schools use the parks during the day and the City-County Park System provides programs before and / or after school.  As the Vision 20 / 20 plan evolved due to school reconfiguration and special areas of needs, the Springfield Schools and the Park systems have identified an additional 4 sites for a total of 27 schools.  This year Parks targeted 6 schools completing 5 and the 6th is under construction.

In addition to regular programs, SPARC began a walking program to target childhood obesity.  The Step Club now serves twenty-five schools reaching both students and parents with 2,000 participants per week.   

Ozarks Regional YMCA (ORYMCA)

In 2006, Ozarks Regional YMCA provided 385 programs and awarded over one million dollars in financial assistance to children & families. The Prime Time before and after school child care program serves 2260 children each day at 43 different schools.  

In response to the obesity and healthcare crisis in our community, ORYMCA is 1 of 30 YMCA’s nationally participating in a pilot project to reduce obesity and promote healthy living and a mobile YMCA unit also takes healthy activities into neighborhoods for those who are unable to go to the YMCA.
Boys & Girls Clubs

Serves boys & girls ages 6-18 on three campuses.  Scholarship funds are available to help children who cannot afford the fees.  In 2006 the Musgrave club was temporarily closed for remodeling.  However with the complete modernization of the Musgrave unit and a new Henderson unit (scheduled openings in 2007) a 10 – 15% increase in average daily attendance is expected. 

Sports, Recreation and Leisure activities

Springfield host a variety of activities, below are some of the highlights:

Professional / Collegiate Teams:  

Springfield Cardinals, a AA minor league franchise of the St. Louis Cardinals, Springfield Lasers, World Team Tennis, Springfield WolfPack, a Professional Indoor Football franchise, combined with Missouri State University, Drury University, Evangel University, Central Baptist Bible College, and Baptist Bible College lead the way in providing Springfield with professional and collegiate sports entertainment year round.  

Sports History / Museums

History museum for Springfield and Greene County, Missouri Sports Hall of Fame and The Missouri Softball Museum continue to preserve and highlight our unique history through autographed memorabilia, permanent and interactive displays.

Trails and Greenways

Springfield’s planned network of trails and greenways call for 130 miles, with completion to date of 85 miles of trails, which connect the community and special areas of interest some of which include:

· Wilson Creek National Battlefield – site of an important Civil War battle

· Springfield Conservation Nature Center- includes educational activities for all ages, free nature exhibit, and conservation.

Waterways 

Lakes and Rivers in the Ozarks means opportunities for great water activities for everyone and offer water enthusiasts an incredible choice of activities including canoeing, boating, scuba diving, parasailing, jet ski, and of course, fishing.  Springfield is home to the world’s largest sporting goods store, Bass Pro Shops and the Wonders of Wildlife Museum.

Caves 

Riverbluff Cave was discovered in 2001 and has been internationally recognized as the oldest fossil cave in North America.  Fossils in the cave date back at least 830,000 years and possibly over 1 million years. At some point at least 55,000 years ago, rocks and mud sealed it until a construction crew blasted a hole in one end while building Cox road in September 2001.
· Crystal Cave
· Fantastic Caverns  

The Springfield-Greene County Library 

The Springfield-Greene County Library District’s two destination libraries, the Library Center and the Library Station, and its two other city and four county branches, are serious places to have fun. The public will find summer reading clubs for children and teens, a variety of free programs and concerts, an educational toy collection for preschoolers, DVDs, videos, audio books and thousands and thousands of nonfiction and fiction bestsellers. The libraries—with their comforting and thematic environments—are cool places in the summer and warm places in the winter.
 

	Springfield-Greene County Library Use
	2005
	2006

	Visits
	1,626,184
	1,632,927

	Program attendance
	76,454
	83,946

	Checkouts
	3,156,468
	3,232,679


The Discovery Center

Discovery Center is the premier science education resource center for families, teachers and community partners throughout SW Missouri.  DCS effectively reaches the public and educators through the use of engaging, fun and thought provoking interactive exhibits, programs, special events, videoconferencing, outreach programs and professional development.  Through a recent expansion project, DCS has led the way on the importance of sustainable design and construction with a USGBC-LEED Certified Gold building.

The Dickerson Park Zoo

Dickerson Park Zoo is Springfield’s up-close outdoor wildlife adventure with hundreds of animals from around the world – Asia, Africa, South America, Australia – and our own Missouri Habitats. Thanks to public and private donations, the zoo has seen tremendous growth over the past decade. Recognized for its contributions to research and knowledge of Asian elephants, Dickerson Park Zoo celebrated the birth of an elephant calf, Nisha, in July 2006. Dickerson Park Zoo is accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and participates in several Species Survival Plans for endangered and threatened species.
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