Recreation, Sports and Leisure

  

Springfield-Greene County area of Southwest Missouri is quickly becoming an epic center for quality of life leisure activities and sports.  Whether it's a leisure walk on a trail, or a summer afternoon concert in a park, there is something for everyone.  One of the many crown jewels of the Springfield area is the Center City Jordan Valley Park.  The key anchors of this area are the Expo Center, Jordan Valley Ice Park, which has two sheets of NHL ice, Hammons Field, home of the Springfield Cardinals AA Minor League Baseball Franchise, and Founders Park, where Springfield's existence began.

Parks, Open Space, and Greenways

Springfield and Greene County residents value parks, open space and greenways as evidenced by their being included in the first Vision 20/20 planning project, approval of the subsequent planning document (the first of the Vision 20/20 plan components to be approved) and, ultimately, approval of a sales tax to fund the Plan implementation.  Because of the rapid rate of development in and around Springfield, there is a race to secure green space and include areas for parks, wildlife habitat and human recreational areas.  

There are over 80 City-County Parks covering over 26,000 acres throughout the Springfield-Greene County Park System.  Encompassed in these parks are historical and state-of-the-art facilities such as Dickerson Park Zoo, Chesterfield and Doling Family and Aquatics Centers, Japanese Stroll Garden, Nathanael Greene/Close Memorial Park, and Cooper Park.

 
The Springfield-Greene County Park System is a National Recreation and Park Association Gold Medal Award Winning Department and received recognition as the Sports Illustrated Sportstown for Missouri.  One such reason for Springfield receiving these National Awards are the various sports facilities, such as Cooper Park, which includes Cooper Tennis Complex and Stadium home of the World TeamTennis Springfield Lasers Professional Tennis Team, Cooper Family Soccer Complex and Stadium, Cooper Baseball Complex, and Killian Softball Complex.  The system supports three Municipal Golf Courses plus two Junior Courses that provide year-round golfing activities for youth and adults.  One of the systems premier courses, Rivercut Golf Course, has been ranked in the top five Missouri Golf Courses for the past three years.

Through the Park, Greenways, and Open Spaces element of Vision 20/20, which is supported by a five-year quarter cent sales tax  or , numerous new parks and , 75 miles of trails and facilities are to open on an annual basis to service the residents of Springfield and Greene County.  New parkland acquisition and land partnerships over the last year have included:  Ruthledge-Wilson Farm, Lost Hill Property, and the cooperative use of the Valley Water Mill property in north Springfield.  

Email:  www.parkboard.org.

Biking Trails

Springfield recently received recognition as one of 23 communities in the nation for efforts in becoming a bicycle friendly community.  While this particular community value is a bit of a challenge to “quantify” because of the intrinsic contribution to the overall quality of life in our community, we have chosen to track the miles of trails and bike lanes as an indication of our progress.  

	
	2003
	2004
	Trend

	Miles of bike trails
	37
	40
	UP

	Miles of bike lanes
	52
	58
	UP


Schools-Parks Collaboration

The School-Park concept, which was supported by the 2001 quarter cent sales tax issue will support 23 school parks over a 25-year period.  To date, 7 of those school-parks are completed.  The schools use the parks during the day and the parks provide programs after school.
         
Recreation and Leisure Activities

The variety of recreation and leisure activities available is impressive. A partial listing is described here.

The Springfield Family YMCA has been in our community for 116 years, In 2004, the Springfield Family YMCA Association had over 20,000 memberships and served 567,769 people throughout the Ozarks. More than $726,700 in scholarships was provided to children and families in need.  All 147 programs are built on caring, honesty, respect and responsibility, with our youth sports program being non-competitive.  Programs include childcare, fitness, youth and adult sports, swimming and arts and humanities programs.  Our before and after school childcare program, Prime Time, serves nearly 2,000 children each day, or 27% of licensed day care in Springfield.  Website www.ymcaspringfield.org 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Springfield began in 1938 and now provide services from its three campuses located in the north and west sides of Springfield. Membership is open to boys and girls, aged six to eighteen, who pay annual fees to participate in Club programs. Scholarship funds are available to assist children who cannot afford the fees. Boys & Girls Club is serving more than 3,500 young people per year, with a daily average of 500 participating during the school year, and 800 during the summer. Website www.bgclubspringfield.org 

Springfield Lake public recreation area offers fishing and boating limited to 3 horsepower. 
Fellows Lake is popular for fishing and sailing. 40 horsepower maximum limit on outboard motors, Largemouth Bass are a popular focus for anglers. According to a 1998 study 50% of the bass population is over 15" in length. Muskie were stocked in 1996, and 1999.

McDaniel Lake, north of Springfield on the Little Sac River allows bank fishing only. Water from this lake is another source of our drinking water. 

Fantastic Caverns America's Ride through Cave is a guided, all-riding tour of an ancient underground riverbed filled with massive formations in natural limestone.

Enjoy the beauty of Crystal Cave as you walk through natural paths.

The Springfield Conservation Nature Center provides free conservation educational activities for all ages. Indoors, enjoy nature exhibits, attend programs, outdoors, enjoy three miles of hiking trails through a variety of natural communities.
The Discovery Center, an interactive, hands-on science center presents hands-on experiments in science, earth science and energy.
Founder's Park has historical timeline murals and displays depict Springfield events over the last 100 years. The amphitheater serves as seating for an outdoor movie series and live performances.

Wonders of Wildlife, a 92,000-square-foot facility is a unique blend of museum and aquarium, host to 700,000 gallons of circulating water and nearly 250 species of live animals. 

Springfield Art Museum Springfield's oldest cultural institution has eight galleries of fine art exhibits.

History Museum for Springfield and Greene County Located in Springfield's historic City Hall, the History Museum is dedicated to preserving the unique history of this region. The permanent exhibit traces local history from prehistoric times through the 1950s. 

Missouri Sports Hall of Fame The 22,000-square-foot museum features interactive displays, autographed memorabilia

The Softball Museum houses the Springfield and Missouri A.S.A. Hall of Fame. It displays softball paraphernalia dating to the 1920s, highlighting state, regional and national tournaments.

Springfield Skate Park an indoor park is 13,500 square feet. Huge outdoor concrete park at 25,000 square feet with great spectator seating. 

Sources: Springfield-Greene County Park System, Springfield Family YMCA, Boys and Girls Clubs of Springfield website, Springfield Visitors Bureau website, Missouri Tourism webiste

Recreation, Sports and Leisure, Comparisons of 2003, 2004, and 2005 

Park Acreage

	2003
	2004
	2005

	1700+
	2000+
	2600+


Number of Parks

	2003
	2004
	2005

	62
	65
	80


Parks Expenditure/Cap – Population Summary (374,000)

	2003
	2004
	2005

	$64.18
	$66.84
	$66.84


Park Operating Budget

	2003
	2004
	2005

	24,000,000
	25,000,000
	25,000.00


Park Capital Budget

	2003
	2004
	2005

	7,000,000
	7,000,000
	7,000,000


· Number of Parks & Acreage changes due to the land acquisitions and shared usage agreements.


Golf

	2003
	2004
	2005

	120,000
	120,000
	132,434


Tennis – Hours of Court Time Booked Annually and Various Tournaments

	2003
	2004
	2005

	18,000
	20,000
	20,500


Softball – People participating each week and various tournaments.

	(450 teams) 2003
	(450 teams) 2004
	(420 teams) 2005

	5,000
	5,000
	4,500


Baseball – Children play each week and various tournaments.

	(210 teams) 2003
	(220 teams) 2004
	( 250 teams) 2005

	2,300
	2,500
	3,000


Community Family Centers – Members of family center and daily passes.

	2003
	2004
	2005

	Facilities not in full operation
	7000 members
	7,200 members

	
	60,000 Daily Passes
	61,000 Daily Passes


Indoor/Outdoor Aquatics – Participants Annually

	2003
	2004
	2005

	41,000 (no indoor pool available)
	60,000
	65,000


Dickerson Park Zoo – Annual Attendance

	2003
	2004
	2005

	130,000
	160,000 new exhibits added
	180,000


Ice Park – Attend skating functions annually

	2003
	2004
	2005

	180,000
	200,000
	200,000


Skatepark – Annual Participants

	2003
	2004
	2005

	18,000
	20,000
	20,000


Community Concerts – Firefall Celebration, Jordan Valley Park, Founders Park, and Area Parks – Annual Attendance

	2003
	2004
	2005

	68,000+
	70,000+
	72,000+


