Education

Introduction

Providing quality education for all students remains a top priority in Greene County communities. Whether in public, private, or home environments, young people throughout the county are being prepared for successful futures. The challenges associated with this preparation are vast, with no easy or set formula. Educational research points to numerous areas that impact student achievement, including, but not limited to, district, school, and class size; funding; teacher preparation and professional development; reading mastery; persistence to graduation; attendance; mobility and family socio-economic level. While schools have no control over some of these factors, Greene County has developed focused educational policy and practice to insure that all children—regardless of family or societal obstacles—reach their greatest educational potential.
Focus on Improving Student Achievement Through Teacher Training and Preparation

In the eight public school districts of Greene County, staff and patrons are continually focusing on improving student achievement.  Several professional development initiatives are in place to promote quality teaching and learning.  These school districts are striving to provide opportunities for instructional staff to learn and implement research-based practices. Many county schools are involved in nationally renowned programs. As a result of this teacher training, students are becoming more actively engaged in the learning process combining a strong knowledge foundation with higher level thinking skills.

Greene County schools are fortunate to be located in close proximity to several quality teacher preparation institutions.  These colleges and universities not only prepare teachers for the classroom settings, but also provide follow-up training and assistance for new teachers.  Several initiatives are currently in place in which local universities are providing expertise and resources for local school district programs.

Strong teacher preparation programs complemented by effective ongoing, job-embedded professional development have provided county teachers with outstanding curriculum and instructional support. Student achievement has continually shown improvement in Greene County schools with many districts being recognized with the Distinction in Performance Award designated by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Teacher to Student Ratios

Greene County had a total student enrollment of 36,293 for the 2003-04 school year. Class sizes in most Greene County Schools were slightly above the state average. Some schools in the county continue to manage a growing student population and this presents a challenge in maintaining smaller class sizes.  Other districts are indicating fewer new students or a slight decrease in current student population that is reflected in a lower student-teacher ratio. 

	5-Year Public School Enrollment Trend

	 
	2000
	2004
	Enrollment Change
	Percent Increase/ Decrease in Enrollment

	  -Springfield
	24,585
	24,285
	-300
	-1.2%

	  -Willard
	3,098
	3,441
	343
	11.1%

	  -Republic
	2,822
	3,269
	447
	15.8%

	  -Logan-Rogersville
	1,837
	1,892
	55
	3.0%

	  -Strafford
	1,012
	1,114
	102
	10.1%

	  -Fair Grove
	1,010
	1,061
	51
	5.0%

	  -Ash Grove
	836
	858
	22
	2.6%

	  -Walnut Grove
	340
	312
	-28
	-8.2%

	Greene County
	35,540
	36,232
	692
	1.9%

	State of Missouri
	895,624
	893,270
	-2,354
	-0.3


Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Core Data as submitted by Missouri public schools.

	5-Year Classroom Teacher-Student Ratio Trend

	 
	2000
	2004

	  -Springfield
	21
	22

	  -Willard
	20
	19

	  -Republic
	22
	22

	  -Logan-Rogersville
	22
	22

	  -Strafford
	17
	18

	  -Fair Grove
	21
	20

	  -Ash Grove
	19
	18

	  -Walnut Grove
	17
	19

	District Average in Greene County
	19.9
	20.0

	State of Missouri
	19
	19


Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Core Data as submitted by Missouri public schools.

Teacher Salaries

The average salary for teachers in Greene County was $32,728 in 2000 and increased to $35,516 by 2004. By comparison, the Missouri state average was $34,230 in 2000 and $38,247 in 2004. The percentage of teachers with earned master’s degrees varies between districts from 27.2% to 58.8%, with the state average at 47.6%. As educational level is one factor in determining teacher pay, the variance in this category has a direct impact on average teacher salary for each district.
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Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Core Data as submitted by Missouri public schools.
Who are our students?

While public education remains the predominate choice for most Greene County families, area students are also educated in private, parochial and home school settings. The number of quality educational options allows residents to make the best educational decisions for their children and enhances the level of academic instruction throughout the county.

Reflecting a state and national trend, Springfield Public Schools and surrounding districts are educating an increasing number of economically disadvantaged students as indicated by the percentage of students receiving free or reduced lunch rates. Children living in poverty face many academic obstacles. Local districts were already committed to closing the achievement gap between rich and poor students, but the federal “No Child Left Behind” act has forced a more directed programmatic effort to reach our poorer students.
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Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. (Greene County data compiled by aggregating student data within the eight school districts in the county.)

In spite of the growing number of students in poverty, Springfield Public Schools and Greene County students continue to demonstrate overall academic performance that is on par with or exceeds state averages. Five of eight districts reported a percentage of graduates scoring above the state-reported percent of graduates at or above the national average on the ACT test. Attendance rates in all Greene County school districts were above the state average of 93.7%. And while the drop out rate for the majority of county districts showed a slight increase over the previous year, most districts still were below Missouri’s average of 3.9%. Community programs such as that sponsored by the Greene County Prosecutor’s office are focusing attention on the importance of regular school attendance and completion of high school. Continued and persistent community attention to these areas will also positively impact other aspects of our community, particularly public safety and workforce development.

	2000 Student Data

	
	MO
	Spring-field
	Willard
	Republic
	Logan-Rogersville
	Strafford
	Fair Grove
	Ash

Grove
	Walnut Grove

	ACT – Graduates Scoring at or Above Nat’l. Avg.
	35.4%
	46.6%
	35.3%
	41.6%
	40.2%
	47.7%
	39.6%
	31.3%
	40.0%

	Attendance
	93.6%
	93.8%
	95.0%
	93.8%
	93.5%
	94.7%
	94.4%
	95.0%
	95.4%

	Dropouts
	4.50%
	7.50%
	2.80%
	1.60%
	4.00%
	2.40
	2.70%
	2.40%
	3.70%


	2004 Student Data

	
	MO
	Spring-field
	Willard
	Republic
	Logan-Rogersville
	Strafford
	Fair Grove
	Ash

Grove
	Walnut Grove

	ACT – Graduates Scoring at or Above Nat’l. Avg.
	33.3%
	39.0%
	34.3%
	35.1%
	30.0%
	42.0%
	44.6%
	35.8%
	15.8%

	Attendance
	93.6%
	94.2%
	93.9%
	94.5%
	95.5%
	95.2%
	95.2%
	95.4%
	94.7%

	Dropouts
	3.90%
	4.65%
	3.70%
	2.80%
	1.90%
	6.00%
	2.90%
	3.40%
	2.80%


Source: Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Core Data as submitted by Missouri public schools.

State Testing for Adequate Yearly Progress

To comply with federal and state law, students in Greene County, and across the state and nation, must be tested each year to determine academic progress. In Missouri, the MAP (Missouri Assessment Program) Test is the instrument used as the standard measure for scholastic performance. In addition to other content areas and grade levels, reading is assessed in all districts at the third-grade level and the results provide one component of the Adequate Yearly Progress Report required by the No Child Left Behind Act. 

Adequate Yearly Progress trend results for reading proficiently at the third-grade level in Greene County districts are provided below. In this case, the state defines proficient as “… able to go beyond the typical grade-level expectations for reading. They not only demonstrate mastery of basic reading skills, they are able to apply what they comprehend in complex and sophisticated ways.”
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Budgetary Issues

Red Flag

Adequate and equitable public funding remains a top concern for county school districts. Several Greene County school systems are parties to lawsuits intended to force the State of Missouri to remedy the inadequacies and unequal monetary allocations from the current state education funding formula. The judicial or legislative solutions are likely to directly impact local districts: some proposals include consolidating small districts, and mandating minimum levels of local tax support. A new and sustainable funding formula for public education and its implementation will continue to be a primary focus of area school districts.

District budgets rely on a combination of local, state, and federal revenues. The reductions in and general uncertainty surrounding state support has challenged local districts, increasing the percentage of their budgets that districts fund through local taxes.
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Source: Finance Report, 2000-2004, Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (http://dese.mo.gov/schooldata). Greene County data compiled using individual district reports.

Five of the eight county districts passed increases to their local operating levy rates during 2004. In spite of these increases, per pupil expenditures throughout the county remain well below the state average. Local administrators and school boards are challenged to balance property tax rates with the growing financial and regulatory pressures on education.
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	School District Expenditure Per Pupil

	 
	2000
	2004

	Low Average Among Greene County Districts
	$4,304
	$4,771

	High Average Among Greene County Districts
	$5,752
	$6,436

	District Average in Greene County
	$5,284
	$5,992

	State of Missouri
	$6,303
	$7,394


Source: Finance Report, 2000-2004, Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (http://dese.mo.gov/schooldata). Greene County data compiled using individual district reports.
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