“If you do not know where you are going, every road will get you nowhere.” Henry Kissinger, American political scientist

“You and I come by road or rail, but economists travel on infrastructure.” Margaret Thatcher, British Prime Minister

“If you come to a fork in the road, take it.” Yogi Berra, baseball player & manager

“Building a road or highway isn't pretty. But it's something our economy needs to have.” John F. Kennedy

Transportation

Transportation is essential to the health of a community, both in terms of economic health and in terms of access to essential services. The City of Springfield and Greene County have been very successful in planning and completing transportation improvements. Over the past several years, much progress has been made in terms of making the community more friendly and accessible for bicyclists and pedestrians, but continued work is necessary. The public transit system continues to increase in terms of ridership and accessibility. However, additional routes and shorter trips times are needed in order to make the transit system more practical for commuters. The Airport continues to experience increased passenger loads and service to additional destinations. 

Blue Ribbon - Roadways
         The City of Springfield’s Capital Improvements Program funds high-priority transportation needs through a 1/4-cent sales tax with a three-year sunset provision. More than $425 million in capital improvement projects have been completed in the past six years. Renewed in February 2007, the sales tax will raise an estimated $30 million for transportation improvements.

The City of Springfield partners with MoDOT to use an 1/8-cent sales tax for improvements on state roads within the City. This renewable sales tax allows the city to move more quickly on projects while state funding is pending. (http://www.ci.springfield.mo.us/egov/eighthcent.html)

Greene County does not have a sales tax in place to fund transportation improvements outside of the Springfield city limits. With the majority of population growth occurring outside of the city limits, there is a need for a funding source to fund improvements on the urban fringe.

Springfield’s average commute time is comparatively low. In 1990, the commute time was 15.7 minutes compared to 17 minutes in 2000. The national average commute time is 26.5 minutes (www.bts.gov). The upward trend is expected to continue with the increasing population and traf​fic volumes. 

There are several important roadway improvement projects either underway or beginning soon in the metropolitan area. Essential funding has resulted from congressional earmarks from our local delegation as well as the passage of Amendment 3 in the State of Missouri.

· Interstate 44/ US 65 interchange improvements. (underway)

· US 60/ US 65 interchange improvements (to start in 2009)

· Improved Access to the New Airport Terminal (to start in 2009)

· Weaver and Campbell intersection improvements (to start in 2007)

· US 60/ Glenstone/ Republic Road interchange improvements (to start in 2007)

Blue Ribbon – Road Safety
Safety is a top priority for the region. Springfield and Greene County monitor accidents and make intersection improvements to decrease accident rates at major intersections. 
• The City DRIVE RESPONSIBLY campaign focuses on the top four contributors to crashes in the community including following too close, inattention, speeding and failure to yield.   Traffic crashes reported in the City of Springfield in 2006 represent the lowest total in 9 years.  

• City Council has approved installation of Photo Red Light Enforcement Cameras at up to 16 intersection approaches over the next two years.  

· City Utilities provided a grant in 2004 to assist in the conversion of city traffic signal lamps from incandescent lamps to LED’s which results in better visibility. 
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        Springfield, in conjunction with MoDOT, has devel​oped a state-of-the-art Intelligent Transportation System (ITS), which uses technology to monitor and improve the flow of traffic in the area. The efficiency of Springfield’s system was highlighted in USA Today on April 20th, 2005. 

Pedestrians. Providing transportation opportunities for pedestrians has been a focus of capital improvements in the Springfield area.  Although improved, there is still much work to be done to make the community pedestrian friendly
• 16 miles of new sidewalks constructed by Springfield and Greene County, primarily near public schools, since 2003.  Resulting in improved safety for students walking to school. 
• Ozark Greenways continues to work on the Vision 20/20 plan to create over 130 miles of interconnecting greenway trails to provide important connec​tions in the area.

• Ozark Greenways has begun promoting the Safe Routes to School program to draw attention to the need to identify, plan, build and educate about creating safe infrastructure for a pedestrian-friendly community.
• City Utilities provides public transit service to each high school, six middle school and many elementary schools. Ongoing discussion between stakeholders continues, as the Springfield Public School district works to find ways to address student transportation. 
• Ozark Greenways provides trail connections to six area public schools with additional connections planned. 
· Although improved, there is still much work to be done to make the community truly pedestrian-friendly.
Bicycles as Transportation. Many active bicyclists in the Springfield area use an extensive on-street signed bicycle network; with additional improvements planned.  While great strides have been made, many more miles of on-street bicycle network improvements are needed.
• Over four miles of bicycle lanes have been constructed in Springfield and Greene County.
• More than 60 miles of “Share the Road” on-road routes exist within the City of Springfield and Greene County. 
• Approximately 60 miles of greenway trails exist (which includes 17 miles of trail extending to Bolivar). 
• All CU buses have bike racks; the Park Central bus transfer station offers free secured bicycle storage.
• Bicycle Parking Racks are required on new commercial construction.

• CU partners with Ozark Greenways to promote alternative transportation and bike-and-bus use in Springfield through their annual Bike, Bus, Walk Week in May.
Transit and Paratransit. City Utilities (CU) operates a fixed route and paratransit (for disabled pas​sengers) bus system. The fixed route system operates on a fixed schedule seven days a week (see http://www.cityu​tilities.net for the schedule). Ridership in 2006 was the highest recorded in recent history – 1.9 million rides were provided. Seventy-two percent of riders either have no license or access to an automobile.      
Improvements are needed in order to provide service to additional locations and to reduce trip times. These types of improvements will require additional funding. 

CU and the City of Springfield have partnered to reduce traffic congestion by constructing bus turnouts on major roadways. CU Transit has implemented an Adopt-A-Bench/Shelter program to assist in keeping bus stops free of litter.  As of the spring of 2005, all CU buses now use bio-diesel as their fuel source.  In addition, security cameras have been installed in each bus, adding an element of safety to the system.  Security cameras installed at the Park Central transfer facility send live feed of activities at the site to a monitor located at the Transit office giving staff constant monitoring capabilities.  Red Flag – Paratransit: Paratransit service provides transportation to those who, due to a disability, cannot access the fixed routes. CU Access Express pro​vides curb-to-curb service by reservation within the city limits of Springfield. Older Adults Transportation System (OATS) provides limited service both inside and outside the city limits. Several not-for-profit agen​cies also provide paratransit services to their clients. 

         However, there is a growing need for door-through-door service for the many elderly and dis​abled individuals without transportation. The high costs of lia​bility insurance for door-through-door paratransit service con​tributes to this shortage. Additional funding is needed to meet the increasing paratransit demands. Coordination is also needed among the more than 20 not-for-profit transporta​tion providers that currently offer a variety of transportation services with little coordination among the various groups. The Ozarks Transportation Organization is currently developing a locally developed coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan. The goal of the plan is to enhance transportation access, minimize duplication of services, and facilitate the most appropriate cost-effective transportation possible with available resources.  
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2005 - Total passengers = 1,659,279        Bus Miles = 1,188,991 
2006 - Total passengers = 1,903,926        Bus Miles = 1,201,815
Airport
The Springfield-Branson National Airport serves as the primary airport for the region. The total number of airport passengers is increasing and the airport is growing. When compared with similar markets, Springfield has more destinations and reasonable fairs. 
• Between 2000 and 2006, passengers flying  in and out of the airport increased by 25%
• Non-stop service to twelve cities is offered (up from six in 2000).
• The number of available daily seats is 1,941, up from 1,217 in 2000.
• Departure studies consistently find about 60% of passengers traveling for business and 40% for leisure.
• The current terminal is operating at capacity; a new mid​field terminal, scheduled for completion by late 2008, will accommodate increasing demand for many years.
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Year 2005: 888,738 total passengers

Year 2006: 864,999 total passengers
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