ARTS and CULTURE 

“Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.”  –George Carlin

“The arts develop skills and habits of mind that are important for workers in the new economy of ideas.” – Alan Greenspan, Former U.S. Federal Reserve Chairman

Blue Ribbon – Collaboration

As cited in the 2005 Community Report, collaboration is an important element in Springfield’s arts and cultural community. This is a trend that continues to flourish. For example, in December 2006, for the first time in Springfield’s history, the Springfield Little Theatre’s Youth Performers, Springfield Regional Opera and the Springfield Symphony joined the Springfield Ballet in their annual Nutcracker production. This kind of collaboration demonstrates how organizations can merge resources to create new arts and cultural offerings that best serve the community. 

Blue Ribbon –Facilities

The Gillioz Theatre reopened its doors in October 2006 after being closed for 26 years. The facility, that seats 1131, is registered on the National Register of Historic Places and is located on the former Route 66. The building also features a restaurant and bar as well as a banquet facility located on the second floor. 

The Creamery Art Center, located in Jordan Valley Park, is home to the Springfield Ballet, Springfield Regional Opera, Springfield Symphony and the Springfield Regional Arts Council. It is also a meeting place for other arts and community groups such as Southwest Missouri Art & Craft Guild, Studio 55, Creamery Red Ink Writing Workshop, Missouri Film Alliance of Springfield and Jordan Valley Advisory Committee. 

Phase II of construction began in spring of 2007, providing needed accommodations to the 35,000 square foot building including an arts library, editing bays, arts classrooms and office space for the Springfield Symphony. Tuck pointing and new windows were also included in this phase.  

Other facilities include (partial list): 

· Drury University’s Pool Arts Center

· Evangel University’s Barnett Fine Arts Center

· History Museum for Springfield and Greene County

· Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, Missouri State University
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Landers Theatre

· Moxie Cinema

· Numerous galleries and studios

· Springfield Art Museum 

· The Skinny Improv Comedy Theatre 

· Vandivort Center Theatre 
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Blue Ribbon – Higher quality and increased attendance at arts/cultural events
Responding to the needs of the growing community, arts organizations have introduced new and improved cultural experiences. Theatre venues have become more diversified offering children’s theatre, musicals, traditional theatre, and family series as well as more contemporary productions. Art galleries are expanding city-wide introducing the community to national and international artists. Collaborations and improved facilities have also played a role in offering patrons a high quality experience leading to a greater interest in the Arts. Just as an example, the Springfield Ballet saw an increase of over 1,000 audience members in attendance for their 2006 Nutcracker performances compared to 2005. 

	
	2006-07

	Attendance for Free and Paid Local Arts Festival & Events
	478,747


* New number per 2006 survey

	
	2004-05
	2006-07
	Art in the Park, Artsfest, Artsfiesta, Bluesfest, Cherry Blossom Kite Festival, Cider Days, Festival of Lights, Firefall, First Friday Art Walk, First Night Springfield, Midtown Concert Series, Phelps Grove Concert Series, Show Me Missouri Film Festival, Japanese Fall Festival, Movies at Founders, Ozarks Celebration Festival, Watercolor USA, Wednesday at Founders Park, Winterfest

	Number of Local Arts Festival & Events
	14
	19
	









         * Free and open to the public

Red Flag – Sharing Human Resources

Due to the fact that collaboration is becoming second-hand for most organizations, pooling human resources has been suggested as the next logical step. The needs have been identified as follows: marketing director, education coordinator, grant writer, and development director.  

As the chart below shows, Springfield arts organizations spend a significant amount of their budgets on staff -- sharing employees would reduce the financial burden on organizations and indirectly, on sponsors and donors. Combining staff would be fiscally responsible, similar to sharing facilities, i.e. the Creamery Arts Center. 
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Red Flag – Funding to effectively impact the community 

Arts and cultural agencies are actively engaged in the community to ensure and improve the quality of life enjoyed in Springfield and Greene County. Yet, many times these groups are not able to fully reach their mission due to the lack of operating funds. Although, financial assistance is offered, by application, from several local and regional agencies, it is not a sustainable form of income. Endowments have been established for many groups, but there are no formal sources of annual support. If an annual source of income was available, such as the Quality of Life Sales Tax in Mesa, Arizona, organizations could invest their energy providing more services to residents instead of concentrating on securing overhead expenses.



Red Flag – Increase Regional Outreach

Regional outreach is an excellent marketing piece for the community. Serving the region develops economic growth and creates cultural tourism for Springfield. As arts and cultural organizations showcase Springfield’s talents throughout the region, more will be drawn into the city. Increasing the frequency of regional performances, workshops and traveling visual arts shows can address this red flag.  

Resources:
Survey for Arts and Cultural Organizations 2007



www.springfieldarts.org


www.gillioz.org


Springfield Ballet





www.cityof mesa.org

Contributors to Arts & Culture Section
Children’s Choir of Southwest Missouri

City of Springfield

Discovery Center of Springfield

Drury University

First Friday Art Walk

Gillioz Theater

Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, Missouri State University

Na’Veh Christian Artist Guild

Southwest Missouri Art & Craft Guild

Springfield Art Museum

Springfield Ballet

Springfield-Greene County Library District 

Springfield Greene County Park Board

Springfield Regional Arts Council

Springfield Regional Opera

Springfield Sister Cities Association

Springfield Little Theatre

Springfield Symphony

Student Exhibition Center, Missouri State University

Urban District Alliance

Vandivort Center Theatre

Renovated Auditorium of the Gillioz Theatre.





Springfield Symphony performing at  2006 “An Evening at Artsfest.”








