  Citizen Participation

Citizen participation enriches the social capital of our community. When citizens vote, get involved in a campaign or the larger political process, they share information about the needs and issues facing our community and join together in formulating a response. Their involvement creates information networks and fuels collective action which strengthens our ability to be truly 

self-governing.

Springfield is the beneficiary of generous individuals and groups who work collaboratively to deal with observed needs. Volunteerism continues to be important in our community and the individuals who use their time, talents and treasures to improve our community are weaved throughout several organizations. 

There is no job too small or great for the volunteer.  The next time you walk a Greenways trail, drive by a Habitat house, go to the Nature Center or get ushered to your seat at the theater; remember that a volunteer has given his/her time.
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Voting Information

Greene County Registered Voters- November 2004 – 184,000

August 2004 Primary Election Voters- 79,178 (47%) 

November2004 Presidential Election- 126,258 (69%- a record) 

Voter registration is strong and in November of 2004 during the Presidential Election, 69% of our registered voters came out to the polls.  The League of Women Voters publishes two periodicals a year along with their website, displays at our public libraries and a weekly radio show.  They estimate over fifteen hundred volunteer hours were given to these endeavors.

St. John’s Health System

654 Volunteers

138,477 hours

Cox Health System


1,263 Volunteers
129,029 hours


The Southwest Missouri Volunteer Administrators Association lists the following counts for volunteer hours in 2003

Dickerson Park Zoo- 4,706



Girl Scouts of Dogwood Trails Council – 92,000

Convention and Visitors Bureau- 9,181

Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts – 10,800

Habitat for Humanity- 40,000



Springfield Little Theatre- 47,000 

Wonders of Wildlife- 23,621



Community Hospices of America- 5,999

Springfield Conservation Nature Center- 15,500
           Springfield/Greene County Library Center- 16,000

Ozark Greenways- Volunteers build and maintain trails 
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2003- 3,157 volunteer hours




2004- 3,260

                                                                                                          Master Gardeners- Maintain demonstration gardens

2003- 11,432 volunteer hours

2004- 13,470

Habitat for Humanity

2004 -23,235 volunteers gave 1,406,284 hours

Community Foundation of the Ozarks

Assets for 2003- $52.2 million

               2004 – $71.2 million


    2005- through March-$81.2 million

Grants and distributions 2004

$4.7 million

$1million pledged in unrestricted funds to address community red flags

Over the next 4 years. Anticipate $800,000 to be awarded in grants over the same period.

The Ozarks is fortunate to have many foundations and individuals which give hundreds of thousands of dollars each year to worthy projects and organizations who are making a difference.   

United Way

Comparison figures with target cities 2004, money raised

Little Rock, AR $5,000,080

Peoria, IL $6, 500,000

Springfield, MO $3,372,514
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United Way Day of Caring

Numbers of volunteers for 2004

Little Rock 700

Peoria 250

Springfield 1400
The United Way connects business and individuals with the community by coordinating their efforts to help paint, repair, stock shelves and lend a helping hand to community agencies.  In 2004 the United Way Day of Caring had 1400 volunteers who spent numerous hours on projects that directly impacted our community.

Volunteers Make a Difference

 When we volunteer, when we join civic, religious, and professional associations, we foster our ability to trust one another, we gain experience in making commitments and compromises in pursuit of a shared goal, and we expand our vision about what can and should be done to shape the world in which we live. A vibrant civic life rich in social capital cultivates our capacity to be the kind of citizens upon which democracy depends: it strengthens our sense of connection to one another and provides resources for maintaining the health of our community.

The following accounting of volunteer activities and hours is only a representative list, not all-inclusive in any sense. Springfield is a volunteer-rich community of individuals and corporate entities alike.                                
Springfield Public Schools

There are PTA organizations operating in each school and in 2004 had a total of 8,927 members.  

There are 1,319 registered volunteers in our schools which clocked 54,783 hours.

Junior League Volunteers

Junior League of Peoria, Ill- 2004             Junior League of Springfield, MO

18,000 volunteer hours                              11,000 volunteer hours

$25,000 in community projects                $126, 000 in community projects

160 volunteers                                            160 volunteers

[image: image4.wmf]The Junior League of Springfield is an organization of women that has been impacting our community for forty six years.  League members work with the community to identify unmet needs, forge effective coalitions and work together for change.  The Junior League of Springfield has given over two million dollars and over one million hours of volunteer time since April 1959 and grown from 31 members to almost 600.  This year alone they assisted fourteen non-profit agencies with funding and volunteers and will be focusing on child abuse and neglect for the next three to five years as a result of the first community report card in 2004.

Junior League members “Make Over” a cottage at the Regional Girls Shelter this spring.

Faith-Based Organizations 

Council of Churches of the Ozarks     

Council of Churches of the Ozarks is a 36 year old umbrella organization with 9social action projects currently under its administrative control.  It is sponsored by 84 churches in the community and supported by funds raised from the community at large.

The total estimated volunteer hours in all Council projects are 262,820.

Churches of Springfield

Churches of Springfield is the term used for a group of individuals from some 70 churches who provide  200 people to tutor children in reading one day a week in grades K-3 in Springfield schools. Additionally, they perform the 5 year maintenance needs in a designated school annually, using some 2-300 people in a one-day mega project. They design their projects each year to meet the needs pointed out by city leaders.
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