Community Health

Strengths: Community Resources
Springfield-Greene County Health Department:  The dedicated staff of this department is constantly working in many different areas to promote community health and its value to our citizens.  The Health Department is widely recognized as an innovative public health organization for its efforts in serving Greene County residents. 

Health Education – Allied Health Program: Education and training of new health professionals is constantly on the rise in Springfield.  Strategic alliances have been developed between the Public Health Department and the local colleges to ensure the ongoing focus on the importance of promoting community health and increasing the number of health professionals in our community. 

Health Care Resources: Springfield’s “Medical Mile” is home to two of the nation’s top integrated health care networks-CoxHealth and St. John’s Health Systems-numerous outpatient surgical centers, mental health facilities, and home health care services. State-of-the-art technology and compassionate care combine to make Springfield a regional hub for health care.

Opportunities for improvement:

Child Abuse and Neglect: This issue is highly recognized within the community and is being met head-on by public officials and in the community’s public school system.  

The Mayor’s Commission on Children is actively promoting best practices to ensure that our community offers children opportunities to grow up strong, healthy, and unaffected by detouring influences. 

Community Partnership of the Ozarks Building Blocks and research by the Search Institute has determined 40 Building Blocks (developmental assets) that children need in order to grow up healthy.  Young people who have 31 of the 40 Building Blocks are much less likely to be involved with problem behaviors such as early alcohol use, sexual activity, school failure, depression/suicide, and violent behavior, and much more likely to make positive choices and to exhibit school success and caring behavior.  
R-12 Building Blocks is a program working diligently with new mothers promoting healthy pregnancies, improving parental care, and improving families’ futures.  Taking active roles in these problem areas expectantly will reduce child abuse and neglect rate within the home and benefit the entire community.

Access to Care:  Greene County is one of only ten counties in Missouri that are not designated Health Professional Shortage Areas.  However, access to dental and preventative care is incredibly limited for much of the population.  This is very apparent at Jordan Valley Community Health Clinic’s Dental facility where the waiting list is currently over 3 years and 5000 patients in length.  

Mothers Smoking:  Tobacco use during pregnancy is directly attributable to many infant diseases.  Tobacco use during pregnancy has experienced an increase over the last 3 years and is consistently higher than national averages which also reflect increases in low infant birth weight.

Communicable Disease:  Our community has witnessed over a 100% increase in Gonorrhea cases over the past 7 years which continues to grow.  Recently, the community has also experienced a dramatic increase of syphilis cases over years past.

Concerns:

Aging Population:  A looming concern to the health care environment nationwide is the aging of the baby boomer generation.  Health care facilities and professionals are going to be hard pressed to keep up with the growth of this demand.  However, this threat also presents a great opportunity for the health care industry to grow and advance to meet the needs of these citizens.

