
The people of Springfield and Greene County are fortunate to

enjoy the natural beauty of the Ozarks.  Our natural environment

is a mixture of green, rolling hills to heavily forested, low mountain

country.  This diverse landscape comes together as a unique blend

of scenery, which is an attraction to visitors and residents alike.  

The 2003 Environmental Health

Report Card indicates that

Springfield’s air currently meets air

quality standards. The air quality in

our city is currently “in attainment” of

the national ambient air levels for ozone, carbon monoxide,

sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and particulate matter.

Advancements in emission controls on vehicles and stationary

pollution sources of all kinds have led to significant improvements

in our air quality. These improvements allow citizens of

Springfield and Greene County to enjoy healthy air.

The water quality in Springfield’s natural environment gives

cause for concern.  Rainwater runoff combined with the use of

nitrogen rich fertilizers and other chemicals have made their

way into surrounding streams.  Currently, our waterways have

elevated levels of mercury and nitrate.  Hazardous waste

disposal continues to pose challenges.

Springfield and Greene County have a number of groups

working to promote environmental stewardship.  Ozark

Greenways, Watershed Committee of the Ozarks and the

James River Basin Partnership work hand-in-hand with public

agencies to promote a clean and healthy environment.
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“Ozarks Greenways, working 
to bring nature back into

Springfield Recreation”
One unique aspect of the

Springfield environment is the

work of the Ozarks Greenways.

Ozarks Greenways is a non-profit

group of private citizens in the greater Springfield Area

who are working to preserve and enhance the Ozarks’

natural heritage for public use and enjoyment.  This

group works closely with private landowners, developers,

and governmental entities to make greenways a reality.

These greenways are linear parks, which preserve undeveloped

ribbons of natural habitat, usually through urban areas.

Greenways typically follow stream corridors or abandoned

railroad rights-of-way.  Hard surfaced paths with minimal

grade have been provided for the community with access for

walkers, runners, bicyclists, in-line skaters, wheelchairs, and

baby strollers.
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